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GreatNonprofits has 
recognized Hands as a 
Top-Rated Nonprofit 
for nine years in a row

A thousand demons, shreiking. Hurricane Maria explod-
ed onto the island of Dominica with an unrelenting scream. 
Everyone felt it in their gut: this time, it would be very bad. The 
storm, forecast as Category 1, suddenly intensified to Category 
5. One-hundred-sixty mile-per-hour winds raked the darkness 
with a shrapnel of tin roofs and glass shards. The wind stripped 
the rainforest of leaves, branches, and bark. Blasts of solid rain 
flooded ravines with downed trees, boulders, and mud, and sent 
the cargo roaring downslope into villages. The electrical grid 
went down. Bridges, roads, businesses, homes, churches, and 
schools began to come  apart. There was no time, nowhere to run. 
People sheltered where they could. They held on and prayed.

September 18, 2017, 9:15 p.m.



DOMINICA UPDATE

At Jones Beaupierre Primary School, 
teachers swept books from the shelves 
of the school library into a metal box, 
racing to protect their precious col-
lection. The school would be heavily 
damaged—roofs torn off, windows 
blown out, flooding everywhere. But 
the books survived, and today the li-
brary lives on. The story was repeat-
ed at schools across Dominica. In the 
end, a powerful dedication to books, 
reading, the library, and child literacy 
proved stronger than the storm.

Some of the Dominica schools receiving assistance 
in the 2019-2020 Hands Wish Lists shipment

Sineku Primary School

Christian Union Primary School

Savanne Paille Primary School
Castle Bruce Secondary School

Atkinson Primary School

Recognizing and celebrating the dedication 
of Jones Beaupierre Primary School to the 
advancement of child literacy, the school 

was awarded the 2018-2019 Hands
Literacy Award for Dominica.



the schools that will be receiving new books in 
the 2019-2020 school year, I believe that their 
libraries will be able to make great use of the 
books. Each school is at a different stage in 
their reconstruction/repair, yet the principals 
and their staff have succeeded in continuing 
the culture of reading in their schools. From 
designating mandatory library visit times to en-
suring the regular replenishment of classroom 
libraries. Jones Beaupierre Primary, Baroness 
Patricia Scotland Primary and Christian Union 
Primary have full rooms designated for their 

September 2019 marks the second anniver-
sary of the passage of Hurricane Maria, the 
Category 5 monster that ravaged Dominica. 
Since then the nation has awkwardly moved 
on from emergency recovery to rebuilding for 
resilience and preparedness. According to the 
IMF, Dominica has experienced growth in the 
areas of construction, tourism, and agriculture. 
Reconstruction and rehabilitation of schools 
continues, although all schools on the island 
have been reopened since November 2017.
 Based on my interactions with and visits to 

Libraries Rise Up
Giselle Laurent, the Hands Literacy Link for Dominica, 
reports on the island's post-disaster recovery

DOMINICA UPDATE

libraries and have been among the earliest of 
this group of schools to return to their library—
they have made the environments bright and 
comfortable for their students.
 For those who have ended this school year 
without their libraries completed, this has not 
hindered the reading. They have set up small, 
well-stocked, regularly-rotated libraries in the 
classrooms and encouraged book borrowing. 
Even Tete Morne Primary, which was com-
pletely destroyed and is housed in temporary 
quarters, has made sure that the students 
have access to books through classroom 
libraries. In the end, these schools have func-
tional libraries that will make good use of their 
books this September.

Baroness Patricia Scotland  Primary School

Tete Morne Primary School
Clifton Primary School

Arthur Waldron SDA Academy Morne Jaune Primary School



Pure Rocket Fuel
The titles in our Hands Wish Lists 
shipments—brand new, asked-for, 
age- and culturally-appropriate—
fire the imagination of children 
from pre-school to high school

NEW AMAZING BOOKS



NEW AMAZING BOOKS



WHAT THE CHILDREN SAY

What I Learned in the Library
What do new amazing books and a school lending library 
mean to Caribbean children? Hands Program Director
Hannah Knecht (photo, right) went to the source

I want to be a paleontologist
At Glenn's school, perched on a ridge 
in the rainforest, the electricty is iffy but 
the school library is always open. Glenn 
is in Grade 5 and already knows what 
he wants to be—because of the books he 
reads. He devours books that have
anything to do with fossils, dinosaurs, 
rocks, and archaeology.

I want to be a doctor
Mary is in Grade 4 and loves to read books, especially 
titles from the nonfiction collection. She shared with me 
how her teacher had read a chapter book from the library 
aloud to the class each afternoon, and this got her interest-
ed in reading the series herself. Mary hopes more teachers 
will read chapter books aloud—it opens a door for students 
to connect words with meaning and reading with stories 
they can "watch happen in their minds."

I want to be a teacher
Amelia, Grade 4, is proud to be 
a Student Librarian. She helps 
organize and shelve books, check 
books in and out, and helps others 
find the right book. She loves to 
read and her favorite books have 
bright, colorful pictures. Amelia 
loves to share her love of reading 
with other students.



 WHAT THE CHILDREN SAY 

I want to be a veterinarian
Irvin is in Grade 4. He loves books on 
animals, and he's already read most of the 
ones in the school library. When I met 
him, he was reading about wild dogs.

I want to be an astronaut. 
I want to be a teacher.
These two Grade 3 girls brought me 
so much joy today! Alesha wants to be 
an astronaut and Lauren hopes to be a 
teacher. These girls are the future.

I want to be a lawyer
Immana, in Grade 3, wants to help people. She knows 
that by becoming a lawyer one day that she can stand 
up for others who can’t defend themselves. Immana's 
school was ravaged by Hurricane Maria—the roof 
blew off, and the school was looted in the aftermath. 
Immana loves reading, because she likes “watching the 
movie that goes on in my head” when she visualizes 
the characters, the setting, and the action.

I want to be a teacher or a doctor
Samoya, a Grade 6 student, explained that 
her favorite books are the ones that she can 
learn from—books about the skeletal system, 
the nervous system, and the circulatory sys-
tem. Being able to read allows her to learn 
about anything she wants.

I want to be a sporting hero 
Julius, Grade 3, has been a reluctant 
reader in the past. Then he found 
books in his school library that 
interested him—books he could 
connect with, like this nonfiction 
title on soccer. Now he’s “hooked on 
books” in a way he's never been.



CLASS PROGRAM

Here are the CLASS (Caribbean Literacy and School
Support) goals—1. Send new amazing asked-for books; 
2. Create/rejuvenate lending libraries in schools; and
3. Sustain the literacy gains—and how we achieve them 

Get to Know CLASS, Our 
Multifaceted, Ever-Evolving 
Child-Literacy Builder

Hands Libraries 
A wonderland of discovery and learn-
ing that lead children into a lifelong 
love of reading, Hands lending librar-
ies are easily set up, easily managed, 
and—most of all—sustainable.

Hands Wish Lists 
We send only new amazing books 
from the world’s best publishers, age- 
and culturally-appropriate, the titles 
requested by educators via the online 
Hands Wish Lists. No used books, no 
donation dumping.

Hands Literacy Links 
Our team of on-island Literacy Links 
(program officers) is caring, qualified, 
and experienced, working closely 
with educators and administrators to 
advance child literacy.

Student Librarian at work, Richland Park SDA 
Primary School, St. Vincent and the Grenadines



Teachers Resource Guide 
Our groundbreaking 179-page, 
Caribbean-centric Teachers Resource 
Guide to the Library (Grades K-3) 
gives teachers tools and strategies for 
making the most of the school library, 
thus helping their students excel.

Remedial Reading Toolkit
The Hands Remedial Reading Toolkit, 
which features the designed-for-teens 
TERL (Teen Emergent Readers 
Library) and hands-on learning tools, 
helps high school remedial reading 
teachers lift up struggling readers.

Hands Literacy Award
Hands recognizes and rewards 
schools that are leading the way 
in child literacy with $1,000 in new 
amazing books and/or literacy 
materials of their choice.

Hands Student Librarians 
Trained by a Literacy Link using the 
Hands Student Librarian Handbook, 
students from Grade 2 through high 
school can run the library, spreading a 
love of reading across the school.

Newly-launched library, Evesham Methodist 
School, St. Vincent and the Grenadines

CLASS PROGRAM



HANDS WORKSHOPS

Workshopping Change to the Caribbean

Hands Across the Sea is reaching hundreds of Caribbean edu-
cators through teacher workshops that highlight the key compo-
nents of the 179-page Hands manual, Teachers Resource Guide 
to the Library (Grades K-3), which has been dubbed the TRG. 
TRG workshops have been a 
huge success in changing the 
mindset of teachers in con-
necting Hands libraries to their 
classrooms. Teachers engage 
in hands-on workshop activities 
that familiarize them with books 
from the school library that they 
can use in their lesson plans 
to teach curriculum content. 
Teachers learn, too, that student performance improves through 
reading-for-pleasure habits. The TRG workshops provide teach-
ers with effective strategies to motivate reluctant readers and 

Hands Teachers Resource Guide Hands Remedial Reading Toolkit
Many Caribbean high school students are reading below grade 
level—some at Kindergarten, Grade 1, and Grade 2 levels—and 
the Hands Remedial Reading Toolkit (dubbed the RR Kit) equips 

educators with a suite of power-
ful, teen-specific literacy-build-
ing materials. Hands-led RR 
Kit workshops, designed spe-
cifically for high school teachers 
working with struggling read-
ers, address the challenges 
teachers face and explore ways 
these resources can help lift the 
reading levels of their students. 
At RR Kit workshops, teachers 
collaborate and develop re-

alistic lesson plans to use in the classroom. Just as important, 
they feel understood and supported as remedial reading teach-

Teaming up with on-island Hands Literacy Links, Hands Program Director
Hannah Knecht advances child literacy by training and inspiring teachers

continued next pageF continued next pageF



HANDS WORKSHOPS 

protect time within their school day for students to read books 
from the library—the goal is to build reading stamina and encour-
age lifelong readers. Teachers have responded with enthusiastic 
participation, noting that the TRG workshops have empowered 
them to use books from the library in their classroom lessons. 

The Teachers Resource Guide and the workshops equip teach-
ers with best practices gathered from a decade of Hands Across 
the Sea's work in the Caribbean.
During the 2018-2019 school year, Hands TRG workshops 
reached over 200 educators, including principals, teachers, 
and Ministry of Education officials.

TRG Workshops, continued RR kit workshops, continued
ers—many for the first time in their careers. Teachers come 
away inspired and motivated to try a new approach using the RR 
Kit’s designed-for-teens TERL (Teen Emergent Reader Library) 
system, lesson activities, and hands-on learning games and re-
sources. Teaching teens to read is a challenging job. Hands is 

committed to these teachers by following up with their use of the 
RR Kits and providing ongoing support. Partnering with remedial 
reading teachers is the key to ensuring that fewer students drop 
out of high school—ending their education simply because they 
are unable to read.
Hands Across the Sea has reached over 170 high school
remedial reading teachers through RR Kit workshops.



Income & 
Expenses

Our 2018 financial documents are publicly 
available on our website. Snapshots:

2018 Income: $512,689 
Individual  $190,915  l 37% 

Foundation  $151,573  l 30%

Corporate     $59,669 l 12%

In-Kind  $110,532 l 21%

HANDS FINANCIALS

Greater West Chester Sunrise Rotary
Harte-Hanks, Inc.
Horizon Yacht Charters
Lasell College
Mahina Expeditions
McIntyre Motors
Mill Reef Fund
Mustique Charitable Foundation
Network for Good
Palm Island Resort & Spa
Rotary Club of Bridgewater
Rotary Club of Glen Mills
Rotary Club of Kennett at   
 Longwood
Rotary Club of St. Lucia

AIT Worldwide Logistics
Amazon Smile Foundation
American Sailing Association
California Community Foundation
CBRE
Central Chester County Rotary Club
Charitable Foundation Nevis   
Christophe Harbour Foundation
CPW Rotary Club
DuBoulay Anthony & Co.
Edwards for Education
Elite Island Resorts
F.I.C.S.
Galley Bay Resort & Spa
Goldman Sachs

Rotary Club of the Upper Main Line 
Rotary Club of West Chester
Scotiabank Community Program
Sandals Foundation
SeaDream Yacht Club
St. James’s Club Resorts
State Street Foundation
Sunswept Resorts (Body Holiday)
TC Connectivity
Tropical Shipping
Wishing Well, Inc.
The Verandah Resort & Spa

Aspen Grove Foundation
Beverly Foundation
Benjamin R. Bibler Memorial Fund
Davis/Zent Family Fund
William Ewing Foundation
M.W. Hancock Fund
Katherine Lindsay Howell Fund
Ladera Foundation
Lemole Family Charitable Trust

Donald R. and Cathey C.
 Lynn Fund
Marni & Morris Propp II
 Family Foundation
John & Margaret Sagan 
 Foundation
Edith and Irving Stern 
 Memorial Fund
Whitehead Foundation

Corporate Partners and Foundations Family Foundations and Funds

We are profoundly grateful and 
humbled by the tremendous show of 
support for child literacy in 2018. You 
stepped up for the American Sailing 
Association/Hands Across the Sea 
Caribbean Getaway Sweepstakes, and 
for our matching grants campaign 
during #GivingTuesday. As a result, 

Hands came of age in 2018—our book 
shipments are more targeted, our 
support materials are more effective, 
and our Literacy Links are creating, re-
juvenating, and sustaining more school 
libraries than ever before. We owe it all 
to you, Hands donors, for changing the 
lives of Caribbean children.

2018 Expenses
As a U.S.-registered 501(c)(3) non-
profit charity, our finances, including 
audited financials and IRS Form 990, 
are publicly available for inspection 
and download at:
www.handsacrossthesea.net/
HandsCrew.htm#documents

86%
Program 
Services

6%
Fund-

raising

8%
G & A



Gits of $10,000 and 
above
Beverly Foundation 
Benjamin R. Bibler  
 Memorial Fund
Christophe Harbour  
 Foundation
William Ewing
 Foundation
Meredith & Whitney 
 George
Ladera Foundation
Mill Reef Fund
Mustique Charitable  
 Foundation
Charitable Foundation  
 Nevis
Sandals Foundation
Scotiabank Community 
 Program
Kerry Taylor
Whitehead Foundation
Wishing Well Inc.

Gifts of $2,000 to 
$9,999
Aspen Grove Foundation
Allegra Asplundh & 
 Evan McGarvey
Jacqueline Asplundh
California Community  
 Foundation 
Charitable Foundation  
 Nevis
Davis/Zent Family Fund
Tony Ferroni
Greater West Chester  

Jd Johnson
Cathy & Ken Jones
JustGive/Great Nonprofits
Myles & Cynthia Kellam
Mary Ellen Lees
Cam & Gretchen Lewis
Bruce & Pam Lindsay
Sandy Linskey
Judith Macgregor
Fay Mark & Russ Irwin
Mary & Dan McGill
Michael McMahon
Anna & Thomas  
 Monaghan
Kelli Morehead
Lori Morrow
Nashoba Regional High  
 School
Pelham & Laura Norville
Lloyd Nyhus
Sally & Richard Obregon
K. Oleske
Lisa Palcher
Rick & Julie Palm
Craig & Judy Pauly
Alexander Piquer
Gigi & David Priebe
John & Mary Beth  
 Quinlan
Steve Risner
John Rogan
Ted Ross
Rotary Club of St. Lucia
Margery Salter & Al  
 Hickey
Gloria & Richard Schmidt
Hank Schmitt
Selkirk Christian Chapel
Lou Shapiro
James Sheehan
Elizabeth Skartvedt

 Sunrise Rotary Club
Lasell College
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald M.  
 Lemole
Donald R. and Cathey C.  
 Lynn Fund
McCurdy Family  
 Foundation
Peter Narodny
Network for Good
Russell Niemie
Anne Nobles & David  
 Johnson
Rotary Club of Kennett at  
 Longwood
Rotary Club of West  
 Chester
Mark Scott
SeaDream Yacht Club
SunSwept Resorts (Body  
 Holiday)
Ray and Deborah Vargo
Sara Zimet

Gifts of $1,000 to 
$1,999
MaryLee & Carl Alford
John & Janice Barba
Adean Bridges
William Chenault IV
Du Boulay Anthony & Co.
Financial Investment & 
Consultancy Services, Ltd.
Scott & Icy Frantz
Galley Bay & Palm Island  
 Resorts
Richard Gard

Sanford Golden & Karen  
 Wyscarver
Stacy Gould
Elaine & Eric Hahn
Randy & Debbie Harvell
Connie & Scott Jaynes
Margo Jeanchild
Mark & Julie Kazmierski
Hannah & Damian  
 Knecht
Lasell College
George Lewis
Harriet & T.L. Linskey
Joseph Malone\
Patricia Rahr Mayer
McIntyre Motors, Ltd.
Pam & Phil Milner
Jeff Nelsen
Marni and Morris Propp II  
 Family Foundation
Jodi Richard
John & Margaret Sagan  
 Foundation
Arthur Santelli
Edith and Irving Stern  
 Memorial Fund
Jim & Katie Thomsen
Dave & Linda Taylor 
 Ullman
Katy & Justin Veprauskas
Michael & Diane  
 Veprauskas 
Anna Whitcomb & Sam  
 Knight

Gits of $250 to $999
Tammy Adair
Don & Karen Aicklen
Jane & Tom Babbitt
Talbot Baker
Croom & Lyle Beatty

Paul & Greta Beatty
John Bernard
Pia Bertelli
Michael Bleeker
Suzanne & Bob Bowker
Mike Brady
Stephen Brown
Elizabeth Burns
Bruce Campbell
David & Gretchen Cantor
Michael Chamberlain
Donald Clements
Gretchen Colby
Dawn & Laurie Corbett
Kevin & Peggy Crow
Ann Crytser
Jo Ann & Robert  
 Davidson
Stephen Dawson
John & Darcy Dillon
Edwards for Education
Christine Ellsay
Timothy Ewing
Susan Fields
Mary-Christy Fisher
Svetlana Furman
Bruno & Heidi Gardien
Leah Garratt
Glen Mills Rotary Club
Mary Godley
Kathleen Haigood
Jessie & John Harris
Samuel Haynes
Jill & Rod Hearne
Amy Hess
Frances Hood
Katherine Lindsay Howell  
 Fund
Emily Hughey
Hyewon Hyun
Whit Jackson

David Slider
Jeremy Spear
Scott & Jen Spring
Jeff & Diane Staley
Stephen Still
Steven Stock
Jim & Bonnie Stoll
Rob Strechay
John & Rosemary  
 Sweeney
Stephen Sweeney
Stephen Taylor
Wendy Theophilus
Thomas & Deborah  
 Trainor
Colleen Vandervort
Katherine & Nick Verano
Walter Warriner
Julie Weems
Jill Weidman
Chris White
Kate White
James Wink
Rob & Wendy
 Wishnowsky
Kenneth Yagelski
Peter & Hilary Zachary

Gifts of $100 to $249
Helmuth Aberer
Andrew Ainsworth
Amazon Smile
 Foundation
Robert Anderson
Nellisa Cindy Anselm
Angela & Peter Arndt
Lacy Ault
Lizzie Baker
Bernard Balsis
Alyssa & Lorelai Bantle
Martha Bash

Liz Baylis
Patrick Bennett
John, Lydia, & Saffron  
 Bessler
Clair Best
Stuart & Karen Bevan
Marion Bittinger
Robert Blakeslee
Dick Boardman
Hannah Bower
Marilyn Bray
Charles Brewer
Dan Brookhart
Peter & Weebee Brown
Peter Bullard
Gerry Buss
Elicia Renee Byrd
Karin Cabral
Gwen Calderon
Grant Casey
Belinda Casper
CBRE
Central Chester County  
 Rotary Club
Mark Chaffee
Alex Chapman
Ron Charles
David Chenoweth
John & Donna Chisum
Diane Claridge
Robert Colby
Onysha Collins
Crystal Cooper
John Copeland
James Corby
Susanna D. Correia
John & Ann Crehore
Daniel Culling
Chet Dalzell
Kristen Davis
Robert Day

David Dey
Eric Dietz
Dan & Cyndee Dirkse
Chris Doyle
Mark Draves
Mark Ebell
Zetta Elliott
Jason Elson
Sara Faison
Michael Fawcett
Jane Fidler
Michael Finlayson
Max Fletcher & Lynnie  
 Bruce
Bernard Fraenkel
Cindy Fullmer
Odil Ganapolsky
Scott Garlick
John Gillenwater II
Aria Grabowski
Margaret Grabowski
Ken Grabowski
Hans Grasman
Ellen Greer
Rodney Guthrie
G. Lester Hancock
Carol Hanson
Jeannie & Mark Harris
Eunice Hartman
Helena Hartnett
Joe & Kathy Huddleston
IMTRA Corporation
Neil Irish
Rob James
Michael Jantsch
Danny Jelaca
Cynthia Johnson
JustGiving
Joan Kane
Marvin Karns
Andy Kearns

2018 Hands Donors
Thanks to your support, Caribbean 
children are growing up reading.



Grace & Thomas Kepler
Ed Kimball
Troy Kirkelie
Martin & Kathleen Kits  
 van Heyningen
Gerald Kiuttu
Ryan Klepetko
Sue Knapp
Gary, Marie, & K.B.  
 Knapp
Christopher & Kathy 
 Knight
David Kurtz
John Lacy
Anne Landis
Tuck Landry
Steve & Kate Larson
John Lattyak
Donald Laury
Ewart LeBlanc
Meyer Lehman
John Leslie
Tim Liston
Pamela Lougheed
Kendall Lougheed
Steven Lowry
Ellen Markowitz
Barry Martin
Jeff Martin & Elizabeth  
 Neason
Kathleen Matthews
Lyle Mayer
Timothy McCarthy
Michelle McCleery
Nancy McKelvy
Alan & Susan
 McLaughlin
Bill McWhorter
Pam Mellon
Jolene Miller
Seth Miller

Katrina Barre
John Basham
Sharon Bell
Matt Belman
Benevity Gift Fund
Anthony Benitez
Donna Berkins
James Bernard
Jackson Berry
Lionel Berthelot
Jesse Bickley
Lori Bishop
Robert Bissell
Marianna Blackwell
Neil Blavin
Linda Blazek
Katie Block
Haavard Boehmer
James Bond
Michael Boohaker
Chris Boone
Greg Boyd
Michael Boyle
Gary Brazina
Chris Brear
Jedd Breckenridge
Alison Brett
David Brigden
Kevin Brock
Charles Brown
Paul & Christina Brown
James Brown
Steve Bryant
Bonnie Bryce
Edward Bucklin
Timothy Burke
Chris Burns
Andrew Burns
Benoit Busseuil
Brian Caldwell
Eamonn Callaghy

Rob Milne
Dwight Moore
Mickey Moore
Judy Morrill
Beverly Murphy
Network for Good
Virginia Newton
Kathy Oberle
Marianne O' Connor
K. Oleske
Janet Orr
Matthew Paramore
Sharon Parker
Ann Parson
Laura & Rutherford  
 Pascal
Pam Peirce
Alan Perkins
Diane Petra
Deborah Pile
Caroline Plamondon
Priscilla Platt
Paul & Karen Prioleau
Steve Rambo
Mark Ramsdell
Dan Rawson
Lois Reed
Steven Reidich
Karen Rendall
Guy & Becky Rendell
David Renoll
John Rickabaugh
John & K. Robinson
Darcy Robison
Robinsunne
Michael Ross
Rotary Club of the  
 Bridgewaters
Steven Russell
Steven Sacks
William Scheible

Robert & Cynthia  
 Schendel
Michael Schultz
Eldar Shafir
Bill & Stacey Sheahan
Craig Shermer
David Shinkfield
Sam Shopinski
Joan & Mike Simmons
Christine Smith
Kirt Smith
Lisa Smith
John Spurzem
Thomas Stachelek
Matthew Stark
Nan Starr
Watson Straub
Susan Sweeney
Ski Tarnosky
Laurie Taylor
Gary Taylor
Geoffrey Thomas
Michael Thompson
Mark Thornberry
Margaret Thornton
Kristine Thut
Mary Jill Titus
Mark Toigo
Martin Triplett
Todd Turner
Jacob Ullman
Joan Uraneck
Peter van Alstine
John & Caro 
 Vanpaasschen
Peter Veale
Polly & Sandy Wakeman
Andrew Walcoff
Angela Walker
Toni Whitaker
Robert Whitehead

Brad & Ann Willauer
Doc Willis
Bruce Wilson
William Wiltsch
Jane Wommack
Michael Yarbrough
Mollie Yee
Trudi Zaplac
 
Gifts of $99 and under
Omar Abass
Guy Abbey
Andy Abendschein
Pablo Achurra
Rashawna Alfred
Angela Allard
Mark Allard
Martha Alliston
Dave Anderson
Ross Anderson
Israel Angeles
David Angueira
Anonymous
Donna Ansted
Bob Anthony
Nicole Anuszewski
Gregory Armstrong
Leslie Arndt
Randal Arthur
Stephen Atlas
Pam Auld
Laura Babbitt
Charles Babcock
David Bach
Chris Badger
Wendi Bailey
Walter Baird
Russell Baldwin
Anya Bandt
Martin Barackman
Svetlana Baraniuk

Vince Callender
Pat Cannon
Dave Card
Paul Carroll
Joshua Carter
Kent Carter
William Carter
Nathan Carver
John Casey
Larry Cattell
Scot Chambers
Jeesung Chang
Jerry Chappell
Gregg Charbonneau
Clayton Chargot
Michelle Chernock
Michael Cherry
Rebecca Clark
Robert Clark
Ashley Congemi
Judith Conley
Susan Coombe
Christopher Corbin
Lindsay Cotnoir
Lisa Crane
John & Ann Crehore
Carol Criss
Beth Crowell
Louis Culbert
Donna Curtis
Carolyn Curtis
Tim Dacier
Maxwell Dale
John Dame
Allison Davis
Kenneth Dawe
Michael Dawson
Brian Decater
Mary Dedon
Robert Degroof
Tom Denaway

Yuna Denihan
Toni Dennis
Jessica DeRosa
Bill Devine
Bob Diamond
Dan Dickison
Markus Dietrich
Mike Dolan
Michael Dorsey
Laura Dotzenroth
John Doyle
Liza Draper
Thomas Dudley
Christopher Duhon
Benjamin Duncan
John Dwyer
Justine Dymond
Hugh Eaton III
Dennid Eaves
Layne Eckert
Rebecca Enderle
Eric Engel
John Esgate
John Estes
Robert Etheredge
Bruce Ettenberg
Arthur Ewart
Jennifer Ewart
Judith Fabian
Jin Fang
John Farley
Marlene Farrell
Elisabeth Fedde
Susan Fifield
Dorothy Finnegan
Duane Finney
Kristi Fischer
Bruce Fistel
Chris Fitzgerald
William Fitzgerald
Robert Flagg

Austin Follett
Timothy Ford
Donna Foshee
Richard Freisberg
Sharon French
Michael Fresques
Cary Frostick
Warren Frush
Elizabeth Furlong
Cheryl Futterman
Ronald Gallagher
Kendra Gaunt
Scott Gibson
Nanis Gilmore
William Gladstone
Michael Glosup
Jay Goodell
John Goodill
Michael Goody
Suzanne Gordon
Andrew Gorelik
Ruth Grabowski
Michele Grant
James & Reba Gravelle
Tom Grebouski
Mark Greenslit
Robert Greno
Scott Griffith
Cathy Grigsby
Suzanne Grosby
Don Gross
Julie Grote
Michael Grote
Brian Grothues
Curt Grueneberg
Michael Guerrieri
Michael Gundersen
Christine Gyovai
Stefan Hall
William Hall
Juliet Halladay



Margot Hand
Marta & Richard Hannan
Gil Hannon
George Hargenrader
Karen Harris
Sam Harris
France Harvey
Willie Haskins
Scott Hayward
Jessica & Parker Heiner
Debbra Heisler
Glen Heitman
Joshua Hemmati
Hank Henkel
Ted & Judy Herlihy
Whitney Hills
Al Hiniker
Rebecca Hinrichs
Matt Hirn
Anna Hitchcock
Emma Hitchcock
James Hoey
Katherine Hoffman
Jon Holcombe
Thomas Holderith
Randall Holgate
Steven Holli
Nat Howe
Lori Huechtker
David Hull
Tyler Hume
Kathy Hund
Barbara & Paul Hunter
James Hunter
Stephen Hunziker
Robin Hurley
James Hyland
Ruth Ingulsrud
Anna Iskra
Maggie Jackson
Grace Jacobs

Ethan Jacoby
Dan James
Danny Jelaca
William Jenko
Donald Johnson
Mathew Johnson
Sadie Johnson
Leonard Jones
Margaret Jordan
Tobey Jossis
Mark Kapij
Mark Keedy
Julie Keehma
Tammy & Chad  
 Kegerreis
Thomas Keig
Ram Kelath
Richard Kelly
David Kelton
Jonathan Kenney
Cathay Keough
Kevin Kissinger
Randolf Klein
Brian Klippenstein
Corinna Koehnenkamp
Mike Kohl
Linda Kolko
Joseph Kozuch
Michelle Kramer
Andrew Kurtz
David Kurtz
Steven Kyle
Bruce Lamond
Gay Larsen
Richard Lautenslager
Andres Lavin
Diana Lawrence
Peter Lawson
Richard Layne
Bary Legg
Douglas Leihbacher

Matt Lewan
Deborah Lindsay
Fred Livezey
Scott Lloyd
Keith Londres
Graham Long
Brian Longin
Philippa Longin
Judith Loughlin
Julia Lucas
Larry Lucchi
Edgardo Lugo
Helen Lynch
Natalie Lynch
Elaine Macdougall
Vincent Mack
Joshua Mandel
Kenneth Maragos
Doug Mark
John Paul Martin
Robert Matlock
Jennifer Matuschek
Bruce Maxwell
Lyle Mayer
John McCabe
William McCarthy
Ronald McCaskill
Teresa McClellan
Mark McCluskey
Kenneth McCune
Sophia McCutchen
Martin McGinley
Remi McKenzie
Didier Meyer
Carl Milks
Aimee Miller
Gregg Miller
Laura Miller
Louise Miller
Nick Miller
Jessica Milner

Steve Mintz
Eileen Miserendino
Jarvis Moore
Megan Morrison
James Mowry
Timothy Murphy
Mercedes Murphy
Dane Nagy
Michael Nash
Marcia Nelson
Dawn Nelson
Erika Nelson
William Niessen
Patrick North
Jack Nunberg
Kim Oancea
Amanda O'Brien
Bill O'Brien
Joseph O'Neil
Robert Oppelt
Charles Osborne
James O'Steen
Linda Ouellette
Robert Owens
Travis Owens
Chris Oxford
Nate Oxnard
Clayton Pace
Garth Paine
Nick Pakulla
Edwin Palmer
Mary Morgan
 Parker
Casey Parsons
Jacqui Pascall
Stephen & Brandy  
 Payment
Daniel Pedersen
Jenny Perich
Philip Petersen
Chris Peterson

Izabela Petrovicova
Kevan Pfeifer
Chuck Phillips
Mary Ann Plant
Frank Pochiro
Alexandra Polli
Katarina Popovic
Rick Prezeau
Douglas Prime
Craig Priniski
Anne Racel
Keith Rains
Luis Ramos
Raquel Ream
Timothy Reber
Ron Reeder
Paul & Joanne Reid
Michael Reynolds
Harmony Rhoades
Brian Richards
Steven Richards
Clark Rieves
Jonathan Rigg
Mark Rives
Tommy Rocker
Gary Rogers
Mary Ropka
Joshua Rose
Roger Rossitto
Anthony Rotoli
Douglas Rowe
Jacqueline Roy
William Rus
Leonardo Sahelijo
Sharon Sanborn
Warren & Carol Sarrell
Curtis Sawyer
Joseph Schachinger
Dennis Schmalzel
Scott Schryver
Janet Schumacher

Ken Seward
Mark Seyler
Peter Sharpe
Robert Shaw
Richard Shea
Joshua Sherer
Daniel Sherriff
Pam Shula
Marc Sibella
Joanne Siegla
Monica Sinclair
Roger Sinta
John Sitch
Thomas Skalko
Greg Slater
Matthew Slider
Steve Smela
Arianne Smith
Kara Smith
Kate Smith
Kenneth Smith
Tony Spooner
Ed Sprague
Thomas Stalnaker
Matthew Stark
Jacqueline Stauffer
Amy Steele
Angela Steitzer
Juergen Steupert
Charles & Susan Stillman
Natalie Stockwell
Eric Stoen
Andrew Strange
Trent Strasburg
Doug Stryke
Chris Styles
Samuel Sudar
Mackenzie Sullivan
Francis Summa
Julian Takagi-Stewart
Timothy Taylor

Katherine Thomason
Joshua Thompson
Linda Thompson
Nathan Thorell
Chris Thorne
Tracy Thorp
Elizabeth Tissier
Donna Toomey
Tim Tsao
Carl Turziano
Mark Twohey
Markian Ukrainskyj
Joan Uraneck
Rodolfo Vallejo
Peter van Alstine
Peter Vander Aa III
Mike Vandewalle
Paul Ventresca
Julie Via
Jyoti Wadhwa
Andrea Wallace
Jonathan Walsh
Tim Wassman
Deborah Webb
Gene Wedge
Frederick Wedler
Michael Weinert
Edward Weisberg
Doug & Anna Welscott
Andrew White
Arthur White
James A. White
Beverly Widner
Larry Wilder
Arnie Wilenken
Erica Wiley
Carol & Peter Willauer
Michael Williams
Rik Williams
Myrna Williams
Sandra Williamson

Bruce Wilson
Craig Wilson
Michael Wilson
Jeanette Wingate
Katherine Wise
Mark Wittcoff
Keith Wood
Richard Woodruff
Mark Worsnop
Adam Wright
Martha & Sy Yules
Sean Yunt
Alice Yurke

In-Kind Gifts
American Sailing  
 Association 
AIT Worldwide Logistics
CODE Canada
Dickerson Literacy  
 Initiatives, LLC
Dream Green
Elite Island Resorts  
Zetta Elliott 
Harte-Hanks, Inc.  
Horizon Yacht Charters  
Kathryn Lasky
LMH Publishing  
Macmillan Caribbean  
 Publishing
Pamela Drake Manning
Maurice's Valises  
 Foundation  
Orca Book Publishers
Sylvia Ross
Carol Schaengold 
Scholastic, Inc.
Jennifer Thrift   
Tropical Shipping  
Westboro Congregational
 Church
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The selection of books you have 
sent is quite fascinating.—Omari

Isaiah Thomas Secondary School
Dominica

Reading helps me with my 
language work and everything 
I do. Reading inspires me to try 
lots of activities, so reading is 
basically my life. Read a book 
and you will see.—Beminia 

C. W. Prescod Primary School
St. Vincent and the Grenadines

Thank you for everything that 
you have done. We will take care 
of the books and we hope that 
one day we will repay you for all 
you have done.— Grade 4 students

St. Aloysius RC Boys Primary School
St. Lucia

Books make me braver and 
stronger. By giving me books, 
you gave me strength.—Nyin 

Monchy RC Combined School, St. Lucia

I have been inspired by books.
—Nerdelsha

Roblot Combined School, St. Lucia

You have placed into our hands 
a world of treasure and we are 
forever grateful. We ask for 
God's blessing on your life and 
your mission. —Teacher Thomas

Richland Park SDA Primary School
St. Vincent and the Grenadines

Thank you for the books, they 
will help us learn how to read. 
You have given us the opportuni-
ty to educate ourselves.—Lindel

Soufriere Primary School, Dominica

Thank you for the books and 
continue doing the good deeds.

—K-Shawn
Calibishie Primary School, Dominica

Thank you Hands Across the Sea 
for bringing all the nice books 
so we can read. I never saw so 
much interesting books in my 
life. I love your books.—Latonya 

St. Thomas' Primary School, Nevis

I looooove the books so much. I 
love discovering new words.

—Aingelle 
Harvey Vale Government School

Grenada

dear Hands : hello!

Your donation of these books 
means that we can restart our 
school library, which was closed 
for a number of years because of 
a lack of suitable books.

—Grade 3 teacher
Samaritan Presbyterian Primary School

Grenada

Reading is my life and it is also 
like a movie to me. Thank you 
for the books.—Hadassal

C. W. Prescod Primary School
St. Vincent and the Grenadines

Thank you Hands Across for 
opening my heart to books. 
Thanks for the books that made 
me giggle, laugh, cry, and gave 
me a lovely fright. Books can 
change lives. They inspire us to 
do great things.—Grade 6

Golden Grove Primary School, Antigua

Reading gives you power.—Zadik
Marriaqua Government School
St. Vincent and the Grenadines

I enjoy my library time with my 
library teacher and I love her 
very much.—Toniqua

Dr. William Connor Primary School
St. Kitts

I like all of the books. Please 
send more books.

—Ethan, Grade 2 
Evesham Methodist School

St. Vincent and the Grenadines

It feels nice to be able to read a 
book. I know that you are doing 
a lot to get every single book to 
the country. People say that one 
book can take you to the future 
and that is what I would like to 
thank you for. —Obed

Giraudel Primary School, Dominica

The books are very fundamen-
tal for reading and developing 
our way of thinking. The books 
develop our literacy skills and 
writing skills. We are grateful to 
have these books and students 
are encouraged to visit the 
library and to borrow or read 
books.—Evonca, Student Librarian

Cayon High School, St. Kitts


