
Now more than ever.

2019 Annual Report
GreatNonprofits has 
recognized Hands as a 
Top-Rated Nonprofit for 
the tenth year in a row

Guidestar has awarded 
Hands its Platinum Seal
of Transparency for the 
third year in a row



COVID-19 RESPONSE

It took the world by surprise.
What do we do now?
How do we go forward?

The arrival of Covid-19 in the Eastern 
Caribbean knocked us back on our heels.

Our child literacy delivery model is based on 
giving every child access to borrowing and 
reading new amazing books via a lending 

library in their school. When community lock-
downs were enforced and schools started to 

close, we thought: now we are going to
have to get creative. So we did.  

Hands Takeaway Books Program
When Covid-19 hit Antigua and Bar-
buda, Dominica, Grenada, St. Kitts and 
Nevis, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Ministries of Education 
scrambled to ramp up online learn-
ing. We feared that, without books to 
read—especially for families without 
suitable devices or internet connectivi-
ty—children would lose ground on the 

would collect at the school gate. All vi-
rus protocols were strictly observed.

Bringing Books to Communities
To keep children reading, we got cre-
ative in other ways. Hands Literacy 
Links Vernest and Hyacinth in Antigua 
culled older books from school librar-
ies, sorted them by age and reading 
level, and traveled from village to vil-

literacy gains they’ve made. With guid-
ance from our Hands Literacy Links 
we created the Hands Takeaway Books 
Program.
 For schools ready to participate, 
students could borrow and return 
books from Hands school libraries. 
Schools could also place library books, 
selected by teachers for their students, 
into homework packets that parents 

On Antigua, Hands Literacy Links Hyacinth Barriero (above) and Vernest Mack culled books 
from school libraries and delivered them to local children and parents.

PAN DEM ICl lPAN DEM ICl l



COVID-19 RESPONSE

lage, giving books away to children and 
grownups.

Creating Read-Alouds for Kids
Hands Literacy Links Heidi, Giselle, 
and Yvette created numerous read-
alouds for YouTube, local radio and 
TV channels, and in-person delivery 
to small groups at schools. The mix 
included books featured in the Hands 
Teachers Resource Guide to the Library 
(Grades K-3). 

“Library Open Days”
In rural areas of Dominica, Hands Lit-

eracy Links Giselle and Lize hosted 
“Library Open Days.” Children and 
parents attended for read-alouds, 
skits, plays, and book borrowing. 
It was a great way to provide mor-
al support for all ages while schools 
were closed, and to help parents en-
gage their children in literacy.

Reestablishing School Libraries
Now that schools are back in session, 
our Literacy Links are hard at work 
helping schools to reassemble and 
reorganize their libraries and rekin-
dle the passion for reading.

Hands Literacy Links, working with school principals and following
Covid-19 safety protocols, helped re-open school libraries. 

Hands Literacy Links such as Dominica's Giselle Laurent (left) created video and audio 
read-alouds for children and parents on YouTube, and on local radio and TV channels.

Across the region, Hands Literacy Links encouraged 
parents to read with their children at home.



THE JOURNEY CONTINUES

Charting Our Course
The new Executive Director of Hands, Amanda 
Sherlip, is continuing and building on the Hands 
mission to advance child literacy

I am delighted to serve as 
the Executive Director 

of Hands Across the Sea. 
These months since coming 
onboard with Hands have 
been incredibly rewarding as 
I have jumped head-first into the work. The degree of activity 
and engagement at all levels of the organization has been 
remarkable—during a pandemic, no less. Just wow. What 
an incredible opportunity to get to work on something so 
meaningful with people so committed.
 Amidst Covid-19 school closures and a health crisis, our 
on-island Literacy Links went above and beyond putting 
their skills and creativity towards ensuring children, families, 
and teachers had access to literacy resources. Internet access is 
expensive and not readily available. Our Literacy Links’ grass-

roots-focused relationships with principals and communities 
made a positive difference in the midst of so much uncer-
tainty. In Antigua and Barbuda, with Ministry of Education 
support, we culled old library books and gave them away 
in selected rural areas to keep parents and children reading. 
The response was overwhelmingly positive. In partnership 
with local broadcasters, we also created and distributed 
audio and video read-alouds to engage children and families 
who lack internet access. We could not have been prouder. 
 We are humbled that the USAID/OECS Early Learners 
Programme (ELP) has recognized Hands Across the Sea 
as a vital partner in education and literacy throughout the 
Eastern Caribbean. Recently, the ELP identified two gaps 
in the region’s education system which were highlighted by 
the pandemic: the need for physical learning materials and 
books to be readily available, and better digital access. Both 
are key to ensuring fair and equitable educational oppor-
tunities. The ELP team also noted a third critical need: 
increased parental involvement. Primary school teachers are 
working to engage with and coach parents to reinforce their 
children’s literacy skills and find opportunities to learn in 
everyday activities. 



THE JOURNEY CONTINUES

 We are as committed as ever to being a partner in filling 
these programmatic gaps with culturally relevant books, 
teacher engagement, and now parental and broader com-
munity outreach. Hands Across the Sea is maintaining its 
investment in the CLASS pro-
gram in primary and secondary 
schools, and now we are extending 
to include 491 preschools across 
the six countries we serve. In the 
upcoming school year, we are 
piloting pre-school programming 
in Grenada (more on next page), 
and look forward to building new 
and exciting community-oriented 
activities that invite parents and 
other family members into the joy 
and value of participating in their 
children’s reading journeys. For the upcoming school year, we 
are expanding the book giveaway too: Literacy Links in three 
countries will be in communities distributing over 1,600 new 
books for students to keep as their own. 
 Covid-19 highlighted the importance of Hands Across 

the Sea’s literacy work, and thanks to you we are here to 
meet this moment. Now more than ever, it is critical that we 
sustain and grow the literacy gains that have been made over 
these years. The children, educators, and families we serve 

cannot do this alone, and we 
cannot do this without you.  
    Hands is in the best position it 
has ever been thanks to the vision 
and leadership of our Co-Found-
ers, Harriet and T.L. Linskey, our 
highly engaged Board of Direc-
tors, our skilled and passionate 
Literacy Links, and you—our 
dedicated community of friends 
and supporters. Our foundation 
is strong and there is so much for 
us to build upon as we advance 

our mission in the years to come. I look forward to connect-
ing with you and to the important work ahead.

With gratitude,
Amanda Sherlip

Brand new, asked-for, culturally appropriate books arrive at
Anse-La-Raye Primary School, St. Lucia (photo prior to Covid-19)



HANDS and the ORGANIZATION OF EASTERN CARIBBEAN STATES 

Grassroots Mover Earns a Seat at the Table
Our approach has been and will be bottom-up and
direct: We ask principals, librarians, teachers, and
children what they need, and we get it to them. Now
we've partnered with the region's intergovernmental 
organization, the OECS, to do even more

For years, Hands Across the Sea has been recognized as a 
leading literacy NGO providing books and reading resources 

to schools in the six independent OECS countries. The Organiza-
tion of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) is an intergovernmental 
organization devoted to good governance and economic, social, 
and educational integration and collaboration. In 2015 we were 
invited to sit on the Regional Advisory Group for the Early Learn-
ers Programme, a $10 million USAID/OECS-sponsored project 
with a goal to improve literacy levels by training the early grade 
teachers. We were the sole grassroots NGO in this group and our 
involvement has helped elevate the importance of school librar-
ies as a resource for teachers.
 This year we formalized the recognition of our work by 
signing a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the OECS’ 
Education Management Unit. The MOU provides Hands with a 
regional “stamp of approval.” We are now a member of the “REG,” 

the Regional Education Group whose other members 
include the Global Partnership for Education, the World 
Bank, the Caribbean Development Bank, USAID, UNICEF, 
and UNESCO.
 In a recent webinar hosted by USAID and the OECS, 
Hands was cited several times as a valuable partner. 
We are becoming a household name in the region as a 
promoter of literacy and a supporter of students and 
educators. It is thanks to our donors who have helped us 
achieve so much in the region that we are offered a seat 
at this table.



HANDS PRE-SCHOOL PILOT

Where Literacy Begins
Early readers grow into lifelong readers. The historic 2020-2021 
Hands Wish Lists shipment of 10,728 books to 491 pre-schools 
is sowing the seeds of a reading boom
The 2020-2021 school year pres-
ents a new and exciting 
endeavor for Hands 
Across the Sea as 
we expand our 
CLASS pro-
gram to in-
clude most 
pre-schools 
s e r v i n g 
c h i l d r e n 
ages 3 to 5. 
With the ad-
dition of 491 
pre-schools, we 
more than double 
our reach and help 
plant the seed of a love 
for reading in thousands of young 

 As we have learned over the past 
13 years, it helps to engage teachers as 
much as possible. That's why we also 
shipped 10 Big Books to our Litera-
cy Links in each country. Starting with 
Hands Literacy Links Gloria and Ber-
nadette in Grenada, we will model for 
teachers and parents how to use the Big 
Books for read-aloud sessions, blanket 
nights, and "Open Library Days." The goal 
is to share the Big Books among schools, 
pilot a training program, and learn what 
works best. All of our Literacy Links will 
partner with the Early Childhood Educa-
tion Officers on each island to determine 
how best to engage the youngest learn-
ers, their teachers, and parents in litera-
cy and language development.
 The timing of our pre-school pilot is 
perfect—as the OECS embarks on pre-
school teacher training, we are comple-
menting their efforts. From this strong 
foundation, we'll be growing our pre-
school program in the years to come.

children throughout the Eastern Ca-
ribbean.

 None of this would 
be possible without 

publisher World 
Book, whose do-

nation of 520 
sets of beauti-
ful hardcover 
books about 
animals pro-
vided the im-

petus. Thanks to 
Hands donors, we 

have paired these 
books with an addi-

tional 10 to 15 fiction 
books per pre-school for their 

reading corners.



The Books You Sent
For the 2020-2021 Hands Wish Lists 
you helped send 20,441 books—brand 
new, asked-for, age-appropriate—to 
508 schools, reaching 19,272 children

NEW AMAZING BOOKS



NEW AMAZING BOOKS

Since our start in 2007, we've kept busy . . .



TALE OF TWO LIBRARIES

When Your School Gets Turned Upside Down
“Dear Hands Across the Sea,
We received all the wonderful new 
books from your organization, and 
my principal asked me to be the 
coordinator for our new library. I 
am happy to say that we got our 
Student Librarian team (right) 
trained, we formed a library com-
mittee, and we timetabled a li-
brary period for all classes. Our li-
brary was in full, wonderful swing.
 “But one of our beloved teach-
ers died. And then Covid-19 hit. 
The lockdown was so sudden we 
did not even have time to get the bor-
rowed library books returned. Class 
teachers like myself had to start from 
scratch to set up and teach online. Our 
school was turned upside down.
 “But our students are still reading. 
One called me last week and read to me 
over the phone to show me how much 

covered the joy and won-
der of reading. Yesterday 
yet another parent called 
to thank me for her child's 
‘improved reading appe-
tite.’ Smile! That was music 
for my ears.
 “I have also been very 
impressed with your two 
Hands Literacy Link ladies, 
Vernest Mack and Hyacinth 
Barriero, who helped us 
pack up the library and se-
cure the books in case of a 

hurricane. They are inspirational. They 
truly go above and beyond.
 “Please keep up the great work you are 
doing. Let those who donate and sponsor 
know that they should not stop, because 
they are a part of life-changing work.”

Josanna Lockhart-Brown, Library Coordinator 
Antigua Wesleyan Junior Academy

he had improved. He truly had! Another 
showed me over Zoom that he had start-
ed writing his own comic book.
 “The impact of making new and inter-
esting books available for our children 
is magical! Thanks to your organization 
we were able to see the light bulb go off 
in the heads of our students as they dis-



 TALE OF TWO LIBRARIES 

When Your School Lacks a Library
St. Lucia Hands Literacy Link Clara Paul did not build a library 
for Reunion Primary School. She mentored and inspired the 
school's principal, teachers, and students to create their own

The books are here! Hands sent 1,583 new asked-
for books. Students color-coded the collection.

Grand opening! With government officials and 
alumni attending, the school swelled with pride.

Clara trained eight Student Librarians, from 
Grade 3 to Grade 6, to run the library.

Book sale! Farewell to the school's assortment 
of decades-old "donation dumped" books.

School staff and volunteers painted murals, 
built bookshelves, and got the floor tiled.

Clara (center) met with teachers to form a 
Library Committee to manage the project.



Income & 
Expenses

Full financial documents are publicly 
available on our website

2019 Income: $574,196 
Individual  $220,283  l 38% 

Foundation  $221,444  l 39%

Corporate  $117,690 l 21%

In Kind    $14,329 l   2%

HANDS 2019 FINANCIALS

Elite Island Resorts
F.I.C.S.
Galley Bay Resort & Spa
General Electric 
Goldman Sachs
Greater West Chester Sunrise Rotary
Harte-Hanks, Inc.
Horizon Yacht Charters
IMTRA Corporation 
Just Give/Great Nonprofits
Lasell College
Mahina Expeditions
McIntyre Motors
MindBloom Consulting
Mill Reef Fund
Mustique Charitable Foundation
Network for Good

AIT Worldwide Logistics
Allstate
Amazon Smile Foundation
American Sailing Association
Baird Foundation
Benevity Causes
Bright Funds Foundation
Caribbean Actuarial Association
Central Chester County Rotary Club
Charitable Foundation Nevis 
Chevron   
Christophe Harbour Foundation 
CIBC FirstCaribbean ComTrust 
 Foundation
CPW Rotary Club
DELL
Edison International

OSI Soft
Palm Island Resort & Spa
Rotary Club of the Bridgewaters
Rotary Club of St. Lucia
Rotary Club of the Upper Main Line 
Rotary Club of West Bay 
Rotary Club of West Chester
Sandals Foundation
Sanofi
South Huntsville Civitan
St. James’s Club Resorts
TE Connectivity
Tropical Shipping
Wishing Well, Inc.
The Verandah Resort & Spa
Vermont Community Foundation

Corporate Partners and Foundations

Aspen Grove Foundation
Robert and Ellen Bach Foundation
Beverly Foundation
Benjamin R. Bibler Memorial Fund
Conniff Family Trust
Davis/Zent Family Fund
William Ewing Foundation
Harris Family Trust
Katherine Lindsay Howell Fund
Katherine S. White Fund
Kearns Family
Ladera Foundation
Donald R. and Cathey C.
 Lynn Fund

MFund, Inc.
Marni & Morris Propp II
 Family Foundation
McCurdy Family Foundation
John & Margaret Sagan 
 Foundation
Edith and Irving Stern 
 Memorial Fund
Stephen E. Taylor Fund
Stony Point Foundation
Whitehead Foundation
Zimet Charitable Fund
Steve Zuckerman and Debra  
 Myerson Family Fund

Family Foundations and Funds

We are profoundly grateful and 
humbled by the tremendous show of 
support for child literacy in 2019. You 
stepped up for the American Sailing 
Association/Hands Across the Sea Ca-
ribbean Getaway Sweepstakes, and for 
our matching grants campaign during 

#GivingTuesday. As a result, Hands 
came of age. Our book shipments are 
more targeted, our support materials 
are more effective, and our Literacy 
Links are creating, rejuvenating, and 
sustaining more school libraries than 
ever before. We owe it all to you.

2019 Expenses
As a U.S.-registered 501(c)(3) non-
profit charity, our finances, including 
audited financials and IRS Form 990, 
are publicly available for inspection 
and download at:
www.handsacrossthesea.net/
HandsCrew.htm#documents

84%
Program 
Services

7%
Fund-

raising

9%
G & A



Gifts of $25,000 and 
above 
Benjamin R. Bibler  
 Memorial Fund
Beverly Foundation
CIBC FirstCaribbean  
 ComTrust Foundation
Mustique Charitable  
 Foundation
The William Ewing  
 Foundation

Gifts of $10,000 to 
$24,999
David & Gretchen Cantor
Caribbean Acturial  
 Association
Christophe Harbour  
 Foundation
Meredith &
 Whitney George
Ladera Foundation
Mill Reef Fund
Sandals Foundation
Whitehead Foundation

Gifts of $5,000 to 
$9,999
Aspen Grove Foundation
Charitable Foundaton  
 Nevis 
Chris Doyle &
 Ginny Barlow
George Lewis
The Donald R. Lynn and  
 Cathey C. Lynn Fund
Stony Point Foundation
Kerry Taylor
Wishing Well, Inc.

Beth & Duncan Harris
Eunice Hartman
Jill & Rod Hearne
Amy Hess
Whitney Hills
Will Hodgman
Jacqueline Holdbrooks
Michael Holtz
Frances Hood
Heidi Hughey
Thomas Hutchison
Neil Irish
Russ Irwin & Fay Mark
Elaine Jacobson
Connie & Scott Jaynes
John & Margaret Sagan  
 Foundation
Just Give/Great
 NonProfits
Katherine Lindsay Howell  
 Fund
Kearns Family Charitable  
 Fund
Myles & Cynthia Kellam
Holly & Bruce Kerns
Tuck Landry
Gina LeBlanc
Mary Ellen Lees
John Leslie
Bruce & Pam Lindsay
Sandy Linskey
Mary & Dan McGill
Jonathan & Libby McKee
Michael McMahon
Bill McWhorter
Pam & Phil Milner
Kelli Morehead
Lori Morrow
Raluca Moucha
Kevin Murphy
Virginia Newton
Pelham & Laura Norville
Lloyd Nyhus

Gifts of $2,000 to 
$4,999
Carl and MaryLee Alford 
Jacqueline Asplundh
Maureen Zent
 & Thomas Davis 
Anthony Ferroni 
Kelly Construction
McCurdy Foundation
MFUNd, Inc.
MindBloom Consulting
John & Amanda Neal
Network for Good
Russell & Jamie Niemie
Galley Bay Resort & Spa
Palm Island Resort  
 & Spa
Rotary Club of West Bay,  
 Camden, Maine
Mark Scott

Gifts of $1,000 to 
$1,999
Jane & Tom Babbitt
John & Janice Barba
Liz & Geoffrey Burns
William Chenault
Financial Investment
 & Consultancy Service
Scott & Icy Frantz
Catherine Gadecki
Sandy Golden
 & Karen Wyscarver
Stacy Gould
Sari Greene
 & Eric Boutiette
Randy & Debbie Harvell
Samuel Haynes
 & Marcia Bowling

Christian & Christa Henry
Margo Jeanchild
Bob & Mary Johnstone
Mark & Julie Kazmierski
Hannah &
 Damian Knecht
Harriet & T.L. Linskey
Joseph Malone
Marni & Morris Propp II  
 Family Foundation
Patricia Rahr Mayer
McIntyre Bros. Motors
Jeff Nelsen
Anne Nobles &
 David Johnson
Laura &
 Rutherford Pascal
John &
 Mary Beth Quinlan
Gwen & Steve Risner
Rotary Club of the
 Upper Main Line
John &
 Rosemary Sweeney
Harriette Terbell
Jim & KatieThomsen
Dave Ullman &
 Linda Taylor Ullman
Ray & Deb Vargo
Katy & Justin Veprauskas 
Michael &
 Diane Veprauskas
John & Jill Weidman
Anna Whitcomb &
 Sam Knight
Zimet Charitable Fund

Gifts of $250 to $999
Helmuth Aberer
Don & Karen Aicklen
Robert & Ellen Bach  
 Foundation
Baird Foundation

Talbot Baker
Molly & Toby Bartholow
Matt Bateman
Croom & Lyle Beatty
Paul & Greta Beatty
Tamir Ben-Menachem
Patrick Bennett
John Bernard
Pia Bertelli
Stuart & Karen Bevan
Michael Brady
Dan Brookhart
Stephen C. Brown
Bruce Campbell
Michael Chamberlain
Donna & John Chisum
Church of the Epiphany
Donald Clements
Joanie Cohen
Gretchen Colby
John Craven
Kevin & Peggy Crow
Crowell Family
 Foundation
Robert Day
Pieter de Zwart
John & Darcy Dillon
Dan & Mimi Dyer
Christine Ellsay
Jeb & Dianne Embree
Catherine Franck
Carolyn Galiette
Richard Gard
Jonathan Gelston
General Electric
Jason Glab
Mary Godley
Goldman Sachs
Suzanne Gordon
Leo Gray
Elaine & Eric Hahn
Kathleen Haigood
Harris Family Trust

Kathy & Dick Oberle
Sally & Richard Obregon
K. Oleske
Janet Orr
OSIsoft, LLC
Lisa Palcher
Rick & Julie Palm
Pamela Pierce
Alexander Piquer
Gigi & David Priebe
Prince Family
Susan Rehorn
Patricia Rendell
Alene Rice &
 Bruce Balen
John Rogan
Ted Ross
Rotary Club of St. Lucia
Maggie Salter &
 Al Hickey
Sanofi Matching Grants
Arthur Santelli
Hank Schmitt
Michael Schultz
Xanthi Scrimgeour
Selkirk Christian Chapel
Lou & Katie Shapiro
Marilyn Sharpe
James Sheehan
Sam Shopinski &
 Lisa King
David Siesel
Christine & Brad Smith
South Huntsville
 Civitian Club
Scott & Jen Spring
Stephen Still
Steven Stock
Jim & Bonnie Stoll
Stephen Taylor &
 Joan Dalton
TE Connectivity
Mark Thompson

Tom & Deb Trainor
Nick & Katherine Verano
Sandy & Polly Wakeman
Angela Walker
Katie & Chris White
Craig Wilson
Wendy &
 Rob Wishnowsky
Ken & Laura Yagelski
Peter & Hilary Zachary
John Zolck
Steve Zuckerman and  
 Debra Meyerson
 Family Fund

Gifts of $100 to $249
Nancy Acaster
Tammy Adair
Wayne Alderman
Rashawna Alfred
Amazon Smile
Robert Anderson
Thomas Angley
Angie & Peter Arndt
John Arndt
Lacy Ault
Laura Babbitt
David Bach
Elizabeth Baker
Alyssa Bantle
Marty Bash
Annie Becker
Benevity Causes
John & Lydia Bessler
Lori Bishop
Marion Bittinger
Richard Boardman
Robert Bonaparte
John Bowers
Suzanne & Bob Bowker
Greg Bowles
Robert Bredehoft
Charles Brewer

Bright Funds Foundation
George Briner
Peter & Weebee Brown
John Burge
Peter Bushman
Gerry Buss
Barbara Carlson
Bridget Chamberas
Lawrence Chamblee
Alex Chapman
Ron Charles
Robert Chase
David Chenoweth
Michael Cherry
Greg Christiansen
Rob Colby
Sarah Conyngham
Susan Coombe
John Copeland
Susanna Correia
Clint Currin
Chet Dalzell
Todd Dambrauskas
John Dame
Cheryl Dangelo
Doug Daniels
Jerome Darby
Stephen Dawson
Robert de Groof
DELL
Toni Dennis
Bob Diamond
Dan Dirkse
Mark Draves
Thomas Dudley
Robert Duensing
Edison International
Zetta Elliott
Jason Elson
Benjamin Ewy
Red Fehrle
Michael Finlayson
Josiah Flournoy

2019 Hands Donors
Thanks to you, more Caribbean
children are growing up reading.



Angie Frausto
Richard Freisberg
Svetlana Furman
Dennis Gauthier
John Gill
Juan Gonzalez
Jay Goodell
Virginia Gortych-Barnes
Aria Grabowski
Kelly Grace
Jeff Graf
James Gravelle
Molly Glennie Gray
Ellen Greer
Chiqui Guiribitey &
 Jim Langone
Lawrence Gulotta
Michael Gunderson
Rodney Guthrie
Thomas Haar
Alyson Hall
G. Lester Hancock
Jeannie Harris
Helena Hartnett
David Hastie
Robert & B.J. Hawes
Holly Helfrich
Kristian Hennun
Diddy Hitchins
Robert Holley
Barbara Hunter
IMTRA Corporation
Maggie Jackson
Whit Jackson
William Jeffcock
Dottie & Geoff Jenkins
JD Johnson
Patsy Johnson
Tony Judah
Joan Kane 
Tammy & Chad 
 Kegerris
Thomas & Grace Kepler

Gifts of $99 and under
Andy Abendschein
Paul Acker
Alex and Ani, LLC
Angela Allard
Martha Alliston
Keith Allman
Jem, John & Sloane  
 Andrewes
Anthony Aragon
Leslie Arndt
Randal Arthur
Michael Aubrey
Leslie & Jim Avioli
Mary Babbitt
Charles Babcock
Chris Badger
Walter Scott Baird
Amilyn Baker
Michael Bandas
Doug Banfield
Karin Bantle
Lesley Bantle
Martin Barackman
Svetlana Baraniuk
Russ Barfitt
Jack Barnes
Katrina Barre
Samantha Bartlett
Terry Batdorf
Edward Bender
Anthony Benitez
Aaron Bennett
David Benson
Mark Bergeron
Scott Berriman
Joe Besser
Gary Bice
Dan & Jami Bishop
Jeffrey Blair
Michael Blaisdell
Patrick Blauser
Neil Blavin

Ed Kimball
Paul Klein
The Knapper Family
Sue Knapp
Chris & Kathy Knight
David Kreidler
James Kuykendall
John Lacy
Anne Peirce Landis
Tommye Lane
John Lattyak
Andrew Lauersdorf
Diana Lawrence
Ewart LeBlanc
Tony Lee
Renee Leonard
Sally Lippert
Timothy Liston
Fletcher Little
Samantha Lockhart
Brian Longin
Kendall Lougheed
Pamela Lougheed
Kelly Mahoney
Frank Maloney
Jeff Martin &
 Elizabeth Neason
Kirstie Mattheis
Mary Matychak
Lyle Mayer
Mary McCabe
Sarah McCool
Peter McKeever
Nancy McKelvy
Alan McLaughlin
Didier Meyer
Pete Miller
Seth Miller
Deborah Millum
Robert Milne
Eliza & John Minden
Mary Morgan
DeWitt Morrill

Judy Morrill
David Mulvihill
Steve Mynsberge
Marcia Nelson
Sarah Newbery
Stian Nilsen
Karen Nye
Matthew Owens
Jay Painter
Karin Papes-Cabral
Sharon Parker
Ann Parson
Alan Perkins
Diane Petra
Miranda Petrillo
Jerome Phillips
Deborah Pile
Jan Pomiecko
Paul & Karen Prioleau
Brandi Pyles
Kevin Rasmus
Daniel Rawson
Bruce Ray
Lois Reed
Dawn Rendell
Doug Rendell
David Renoll
Mary Sue Rhoads
Clark Rieves
Susan Roberts
John & Emily Robinson
Michael Ross
Rotary Club of Central 
Chester County
Carl Rubenstein
Steven Russell
Leonardo Sahelijo
Mark Sanders
Curtis Sawyer
Gloria &
 Richhard Schmidt
Scott Schryver
Bill & Stacey Sheahan

Craig Shermer
David Shinkfield
Mark Sidell
Joanne Siegla
Mike & Joan Simmons
David Slider
Susan Smith
William Straub
David Striebich
Greg Swan
Michael Curtis Thompson
Corrine Thomsen
Gregory & Allison  
 Thomsen
Nathan Thorell
Tom Tiernan
Mark Toigo
Jake Turin
David Turner
Todd Turner
Markian Ukrainskyj
Peter van Alstine
Claire Wadlington
Richard Wall
Scott Walter
Linwood Walton
Kitt Watson
David Weigle
Ted Wheeler
Arthur White
Robert Whitehead
Rich Whitney
Bruce Wilson
William Wiltsch
Peg Wright
Peter Wsem
Michael Yarbrough
Mollie Yee
Trudi Zaplac

Katie Block
Gregory &
 Kimberly Blough
David Bobo
Richard Bondy
Chris Boone
Michael Boyle
Jennifer Bracey
Tara Brady
Chris Brear
Lenore Breen
Alison Brett
Bruce Brooks
James Bruzas
Kathryn Bucchere
Jenine Buchanan
Lisa Buckley
Edward Bucklin
William Buford
Kim Burnley
Michael Buschmann
Nathan Bush
William Bush
Grady Byram
Brian Caldwell
Richard Campbell
Kent Carter
William Carter
Nathan Carver
John Casey
Patricia Castaneda-Davis
Dwaine Castle
Scot Chambers
Clayton Chargot
Peter Chase
Chevron Foundation
Wendy Chopin
Edward Chung
Rebecca Clark
Jeremy Clayton
Susan Cohen
Catherine Col
Auston Cole

Onysha Collins
Eamon Conheady
Judith Conley
Carla Coonradt
Jonathan Cooper
Cameron Cooper
Robert Copeland
Christopher Corbin
James Corby
Jan Cornelius
Sara Crawshaw
John & Ann Crehore
Lou Crishock
Beth Crowell
Ann Crytser
Louis Culbert
Daniel Culling
Carolyn Curtis
Jorge Diaz Granados
Maxwell Dale
Ann Danner
Matthew Darrow
Robin Davidov
Jasmine Davis
Kenneth Dawe
Michael Dawson
Marlies de Kluyver
A.J. de Ruyter
Kristen & Brad Dean
Andy Deen
Cristi Delgado
Dirk Den Ouden
Paul Den Uyl
Tom Denaway
Jessica DeRosa
Greg Dille
Peter Dodds
Stephanie Dolmat
Justin Domeck
Jasmine Donovan
Theodore Dooley
Stephen Doolittle
David & Rebecca  

 Dorfmueller
Michael Dorsey
John Doyle
Liza Draper 
Brian Drew
John Dugger
Donald Dunning
Hugh Eaton III
Marc Eckhardt
Karen Ellwanger
Hans Enders
Cheryl Engel
Eric Engel
Ed Epstein
Michael Epstein
Michael Erdos
Ismet Ertas
John Estes
Jack Everett
Jennifer Ewart
Jennifer Fabiano
Cherie Fambrough
Jin Fang
John Farrell
Patricia Farrell
Daniel Fellman
Susan Fields
Thomas Fine
Kyle Finleon
Dorothy Finnegan
Michael Fiorentino
Bruce Fistel
Max Fletcher & 
 Lynnie Bruce
EC Forbes
Timothy Ford
Suzanne Forget
Bernard Fraenkel
Stuart Fraenkel
Brian Frantz
Daniel Freedman
Michael French
Michael Fresques



Shawn Freund
Elizabeth Furlong
John Gabriel
Susie Gale
Patrick Gallagher
Odil Ganapolsky
Shawn Gandrik
Alan Gardner
Rolando Gardon
Richard Gash
David Gelber
Scott Gibson
Linda Giles
Craig Gill
John Gillenwater
Nanis Gilmore
Bill Gladstone
Kathryn Glass
Robert Gobright
Kelly Gomez
Thomas Gon
John Goodill
Michael Goody
Andrew Gorelik
Ken Grabowski
William Graham
James & Reba Gravelle
Lynda Gray
Mark Greenslit
Don Gross
Brian Grothues
Stephen Gunnels
Robert Gutierrez
Rebecca Guttstein
Aaron Gutzwiler
Timothy Haasken
David Hall
Juliet Halladay
Dylan Hallman
Margot Hand
Marta & Richard Hannan
Gil Hannon
Nancy Harris

Awilda "Willie" Haskins
Jay Hayley
Daniel Haynes
Scott Hayward
Patrick Hedges
Debbra Heisler
Hank Henkel
Ted & Judy Herlihy
Ernie Higbee
John Hildebrand
Edward Hillery
Richard Hinds
Matt Hirn
Dion Hodgen
Katherine Hoffman
Thomas Holderith
Steven Holli
Ludwig Hoogstoel
Nicole Hopkins
Juergen Horn
Elizabeth Horne
Nat Howe
Kathy Huddleston
Michael Hudson
Donald Hunt
Robin Hurley
iGive
Reid Jaco
Bruce Jacobsen
Edward Javier
Mark Jeanfreau
Jeremy Jenkins
Craig Johnson
Donald Johnson
Sadie Johnson
David Jones
Rebecca Jones
Ronnie Jones
Tobey Jossis
James Juillerat
Irena Kacala
Coleen Kane
Mark Kapij

Brian Katz
Hallie Keeler
Ram Kelath
Michael Kennedy
Brian Kinney
Gerald Kiuttu
Randolf Klein
Kyle Koestner
Keith Kolomichuk
John Kraut
Andrew Krupp
David Kurtz
Steven Kyle
Jesse Lane
Gary Latson
Donald Laury
Jeremie Le Pen
Kristin Lee
Douglas Leihbacher
Amy Lemerande
Kala Lenn
Michael Leo
Susan Levy
Gary Lindsey
Jeanine Linse
Patrick Locke
Kathy Longacre
Philippa Longin
Robert Looney
Christina Lorenson
William Lott
Steven Lowry
Christian Ludwig
Iain Macbean
Elaine Macdougall
Scott Maclaren
James Macleod
Regina Madalena
Joe Madden
James Mahoney
Sasha Makiva
Scot Malloy
Joshua Mandel

Richard Manfredi
Liz Manning
Kenneth Maragos
Frank Marraccino
Robert Matlock
Joan Matranga
Jennifer Matuschek
Joe Mayall
Mark McCluskey
Emily McCool
Molly McGlamery-
 Pickens
Michael McIver
Douglas Mecham
Donovan Merrell
Joanne Merritt
Terry Metze
Carl Milks
Anga Miller
Gregg & Margi Miller
Kevin Miller
James Mino
Leah Moak
Richard Moberg
Anna & Thomas  
 Monaghan
Dan Montgomery
Debbie Morgan
Megan Morrison
James Mowry
Kevin Mullery
Paul Mullin
Scott Munroe
Paul Murphy
Dane Nagy
Todd Nash
Michael Nash
Dawn Nelson
Dan Nelson
Eve Nichelini
William Niessen
Robert Norris
Amanda O'Brien

Anthony O'connor
Thomas O'Neill
Peggy & Larry Okuneff
Kyle Olson
Nick Ondrejka
Clayton Pace
Nick Pakulla
Matthew Paramore
Slavek Pardo
Mary Morgan Parker
Martina Parker
Casey Parsons
Richard Patience
Stephen & Brandy  
 Payment
Steve Peckmann
Happy Pendley
Chris Peterson
Jacqueline Petit
Kevan Pfeifer
Richard Power
Barry Prentiss
Anne Pryor
Julie Purcell
Steve Rambo
Luis Ramos
Mark Ramsdell
Volker Rast
Meg Rathfon
Anna Ray
Christopher Ray
Edward Reagan
Red House Group  
 Limited
Ronda Reed
Steven Reidich
Eugene Reinecke
Pablo Rendon
Brian Richards
Michael Riley
Ruben Rivera
Mark Rives
Angie Rizzo

Kenneth Roach
Janell Robertson
Mark Roman
Nancy Rose
Lisa Sade
Kenneth Sailer
Sharon Sanborn
Warren & Carol Sarrell
Raymond Saunders
Francis Savini
Joseph Schachinger
Lawrence Schappa
Carol Schroeder
Kristin Schulte
Mark Seeman
Robert Shaw
Joshua Sherer
Randy Shira
Mark Simons
Roger Sinta
John Sitch
Mark Skole
Greg Slater
Steve Smela
Brandon Smith
Gary Smith
Kenneth Smith
Trevor Smith
Michael Sneed
Kamara Snow
Michael Soto
Murat Soyupak
Carrie Spears
Richard Spier
Janice Spitko
Karen Spitler
Ed Sprague
Myrna-Lea Stack
Mark Standley
Hilary Stanhope
Matthew Stark
Amy Steele
Annette Stokes

Trudy Strunk
Stephen Sucy
Bill Sullivan
Mackenzie Sullivan
Mine Summa
John Sutjak
Bradly Svigel
Gary Syck
Wayne Talley
Rob Tannehill
Clinton & Karen Tapper
Emil "Ski" Tarnosky
Lisa Tarquinio
Timothy Taylor
Nicholas Thede
Roberta Thomas
Linda Thompson
Terry Thompson
Chris Thorne
Colin Trevor
Pat Turnbull
Carl Turziano
Elizabeth Tuttle
Erica Vanausdal
David Vandermeer
Jeffrey Varga
Julie Via
Brian Wailgum
Paul Walker
Andrea Wallace
Jonathan Walsh
Kimberly Ward
Soraya Warner-Gustave
Lisa Warren
Tim Wassman
Steve Waterman
Jacob Watts
Brenda Waugh
Deborah Webb
Michael Weinert
Katie Welsh
Tom Westbrook
Jael Wheeler

Toni Whitaker
Andrew White
Darcy Whittemore
Michael Williams
Claudia Williams
Sandra Williamson
Donna & William  
 Winslow
Shanan Winters
Steven Wise
James Witherspoon
Ethan Witkowski
Keith Wood
Joseph Wood
Dianne Woodcock
Catherine Woodward
Adam Wright
Paul Yost
Jay Youmans
Sean Yunt

In-Kind Gifts
American Sailing  
 Association
Margot Anderson 
AIT Worldwide Logistics
Dickerson Literacy  
 Initiatives, LLC
Elite Island Resorts  
Zetta Elliott 
Harte-Hanks, Inc.  
Horizon Yacht Charters  
Kathryn Lasky
Macmillan Caribbean
Colleen Olson
Sylvia Ross
Scholastic, Inc.
Jennifer Thrift   
Tropical Shipping  
Westboro Congregational
 Church



It is good when you read. It can 
help you get what you need. So 
read. Read! Read! —Ramey

Antigua Wesleyan Junior Academy
Antigua and Barbuda

Hands Across the Sea, Inc.
P.O. Box 55071, Suite 85043
Boston, MA  02205  U.S.A.  
Amanda Sherlip, Executive Director
Tel: 631-806-4116
amanda.sherlip@handsacrossthesea.net
www.handsacrossthesea.net

Thank you for the books you 
have gave to my school to help 
us learn more and to give us a 
chance to have books to read.

—Student, Grade 4 
Buckleys Primary School

Antigua and Barbuda

We love the books because they 
are colorful. —Abrielle

Millet Primary School, St. Lucia

I think reading is important 
because it is fun! It teaches me if 
I should eat junk food. It makes 
my voice stronger. —Shofar

Laborie RC Boys Primary School
St. Lucia

I am happy for our new books. 
We will read them all! —Shem

Dorsetshire Hill Government School
St. Vincent and the Grenadines

Thank you hands across the 
sea for donating books for My 
School and me. And God bless 
you always! I know that books 
are my future. —Anjala 

Calder Government School
St. Vincent and the Grenadines

Thank you Hands Across the 
Sea for donating these lovely 
and useful books to our school, 
I really appreciate them. I wish 
you will donate more things.

—Charmaine
Dublanc Primary School, Dominica

I love to read because it will help 
me in my school work. —Kiara

Fancy Government School
St. Vincent and the Grenadines

Thank you Hands Across the Sea 
for sending us the marvelous 
and interesting books. Reading 
is a critical part of our education 
especially in Language Arts. I 
really appreciate your huge con-
tribution to our school’s library.

—Orica 
Anse-La-Raye Primary School

St. Lucia

The library is a very peaceful, 
calm, and quiet place we go to 
let out all our worries and stress 
and clear our mind. —Neferteffy

Ciceron RC Combined School
St. Lucia

One day I read a story books. I 
love it. I love it so much. I want 
to say, thank you. —Deundre 

Blessed Sacrament RC Primary School
Grenada

Thank you for the donation of 
books that will spark new brains 
in our country. Fireworks of 
knowledge will blow up and 
stars of inspiration will shine in 
the future of the night. —Sheron 

Grenada Boys Secondary School
Grenada

Thanks for your continual con-
tribution to the development of 
our children’s literacy skills.

—Teacher
Union Island Secondary School
St. Vincent and the Grenadines

Thank you for the books you 
have send to me. I hope you keep 
sending more fun books to me. 
I will keep on reading the books 
you send to me. I appreciate the 
the books you have send to me 
and I will keep thanking you for 
the books you send to me. My 
friends read the books you send 
and they say the books is fun. I 
think they appreciate the books 
too. —Your friend R., Grade 4

J.T. Ambrose Primary School
Antigua and Barbuda

I’m thankful for the opportunity 
you have given us to rebuild our 
imagination and vocabulary.

—Student, Form 3
Mountain View Adventist Academy

St. Vincent and the Grenadines

hello Hands

Thank you for the books. They 
make me be a better reader. I re-
ally like the stories in the books. 
After reading the books I want to 
be a teacher.  —Student, Grade 6 

Blessed Sacrament RC Primary School
Grenada


