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POEMS TO SAY OUT LOUD &  
LEARN BY HEART  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Poetry         
Janet Wong 

 
“What you study in school?” my 
grandfather asks. 
“Poetry,” I say climbing high to a 
pick a large ripe lemon off the top 
limb. 
 

Books & Me                  
Pat Mora 
 
We belong 
together, 
books and me, 
like toast and jelly 
o queso y tortillas. 
Delicious! ¡Delicioso! 
Like flowers and 
bees, 
birds and trees, 
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POEMS TO DISPLAY 
     in Libraries & Classrooms 
 

Things                     
Eloise Greenfield 
 
Went to the corner 
Walked in the store 
Bought me some 
candy 
Ain’t got it no more 
Ain’t got it no more 
 
Went to the beach 
Played on the shore 
Built me a sandhouse 
Ain’t got it no more 
Ain’t got it no more 
 
Went to the kitchen 
Lay down on the floor 
Made me a poem 
Still got it 

Enjoy this poem with 
students by clapping and 
swaying to its natural 
rhythm and beat.  
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Surprise 
Beverly McLoughland 
 
The biggest  
Surprise  
On the library shelf 
Is when you suddenly 
Find yourself  
Inside a book— 
(The hidden you) 
 
You wonder how 
The author knew.  

 
Quiet  
Myra Cohn Livingston 
 
QUIET  
 
it says 
in the library 
 
QUIET 
 
and what I want to know is 
 
what’s quiet 
inside the books 
with all those 
ideas and words 
 

Ways to Greet a Friend 
Avis Harley 
 
Hola is the Spanish Hello, 
Italians go for Buon giorno, 
 
Konichiwa is Japanese, 
Bon dia is the Portuguese,  
 
Kalimera when you meet a Greek, 
Bonjour is how the French would 
speak, 
 
Al salaam a’alaykum is the Arabic 
way, 
Apa Khabar they say in Malay. 
 
Ni hao is for the Chinese voice, 
Aloha: the Hawaiian choice. 



  114

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POEMS FOR YOUNG STUDENTS 
(Grade K-2) 

 
~ Special thanks to Georgia Heard for her contributions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Noodles                    
Janet Wong 
 
Noodles for 
breakfast, 
Noodles for lunch, 
Noodles for dinner, 
Noodles that 
crunch, 
Noodles to twirl, 
Noodles to slurp— 
I could eat noodles  
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Point of View 
Nootka 
 
For little beetles 
looking up 
the sun is called 
a buttercup. 
 
You, whose day it is, 
Make it beautiful. 
Get out your rainbow 
colors, 

 
Something About Me 
Anonymous 
 
There’s something 
about me 
That I’m knowing. 
There’s something 
about me 
That isn’t showing. 
I’m growing! 
 

 
The Last Cry of the 
Damp Fly                   
Dennis Lee 
 
Bitter batter boop! 
I’m swimming in your soup. 
 
Bitter batter bout: 
Kindly get me out! 
 
Bitter batter boon: 
Not upon your spoon! 
 
Bitter batter bum! 
Now I’m in your tum! 
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HANDWRITTEN STUDENT POEMS  
From Kids’ Poems: Teaching Third & Fourth Graders to Love Writing Poetry  
by Regie Routman 
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POEMS TO 
INSPIRE YOUNG 
WRITERS 

From Falling Down the 
Page by Georgia Heard 
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CARIBBEAN POEMS 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

From Under The Moon, Over the 
Sea: A Collection of Caribbean 
Poems                        
by John Agard 
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